Firefighters carried out record levels of rescues over
the last year, underlining the irreplaceable role of
emergency intervention, according to new research
by the Fire Brigades Union.

Latest figures show that over 40,000 people were
rescued by firefighters in the UK between April 2015
and March 2016. This equates to roughly 3,400
rescues a month, or over 100 rescues every day.

Over 33,000 people were rescued by firefighters
in England between April 2015 and March 2016.
Almost 2,000 rescues took place in Wales, whilst
there were more than 1,500 rescues in Northern
Ireland. The Scottish fire and rescue service rescued
over 3,500 people overall between April 2015 and
March 2016.

Total recorded rescue activity increased by 7% over
the last year across the UK. There were increases
in England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales.
This underlines both the diversity of emergencies
that firefighters now deal with, and the continued
importance of emergency intervention.

NON-FIRE INCIDENTS

A major finding is the huge number of rescues from
non-fire incidents including flooding, hazardous
chemical spillages, road traffic collisions and lift
rescues.

There were around nine times more rescues at
non-fire incidents than at fires. This reflects the
wider range of activities that modern day firefighters
now undertake and shows the service provides an
irreplaceable response to a vast and eclectic array
of emergencies.

N EVER BEFOF

For the UK as a whole, nearly 37,000 rescues were
carried out at non-fire incidents in 2015-16. This is
the highest figure since the FBU began collecting
this data.

FIRE

The figures indicate that firefighters still make
a significant intervention in fire related incidents,
which is appreciated greatly the public. Across the
UK, almost 4,000 people were rescued from fires by
firefighters over the last year.

There were some concerns regarding the returns
from some individual fire and rescue services, and
also how incidents are registered — for example
recording a basement flood and a whole high street
as a single incident masks very different resource
requirements. It is possible some brigades have not
recorded all incidents, so the overall figures may
underestimate the real extent of rescue activity
carried out by firefighters.

Following the devolution of fire policy, Westminster
stopped publishing fire rescue figures. Both the
Welsh Assembly and the Northern Ireland Assembly
do not publish these figures either. The Scottish
government publishes rescue figures for fires, but it
does not for other incidents. This is why the FBU
collects figures from fire and rescues and publishes
them annually.

There are fewer fire rescues now due to long term
societal trend - fire calls are falling due to better
regulation, improved community fire safety and
other activities, all campaigned for and carried out by
firefighters. Firefighters rescue 10 times as many
people from fires for every fire death that occurs.




RESCUES BY BRIGADE, APRIL 2015 - MARCH 2016
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Total rescues
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512
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