	[image: Image result for fire brigades union"]
	
 FBU BRIEFING 	NOVEMBER 2019
[bookmark: _GoBack]



Firefighters provide an all-hazards rescue service
















Source: Home Office, SFRS, Welsh government (excludes NI)




Firefighters respond to a wide range of emergencies: road traffic collisions, chemical incidents, multi-agency response to terror, suicides, animal assistance and flooding.

Fires were reduced for decades by better regulation, changes in smoking habits and firefighters’ prevention work (such as installing smoke alarms).

The number of fires has not fallen in recent years. In some years it has risen. Fewer fires never justifies fewer firefighters. 

The number of people who die or are injured at fires has fallen for decades. However the Grenfell Tower fire and other incidents before and since show that the risks of fire remains and emergency intervention is absolutely necessary.

Firefighters also assist people at non-fire incidents. In recent years, firefighters have dealt with almost 5,000 fatalities and more than 50,000 other casualties at non-fire incidents. When people need help, they need professional firefighters. 

Annually, 40,000 people are rescued by firefighters across the UK. That’s 100 every day.

Incidents attended GB

Fires	2009-10	2010-11	2011-12	2012-13	2013-14	2014-15	2015-16	2016-17	2017-18	2018-19	299352	288035	272740	192639	212507	191718	200997	200055	204525	222463	Non-fires	2009-10	2010-11	2011-12	2012-13	2013-14	2014-15	2015-16	2016-17	2017-18	2018-19	161789	154701	141102	147288	144620	139629	169309	192140	190486	176588	
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