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Funding and job cuts in the UK fire and rescue service






Source: CIPFA, Fire and Rescue Statistics 

In cash terms, current fire and rescue service funding is down to 2004-05 levels, which was around £2.5bn. Funding rose in line with inflation to £2.9bn in 2010, but then plunged. 

If spending kept up with inflation, by 2018 it would have been £3.4bn – a billion more. 

This is a 38% real terms cut – mostly from Westminster central funding cuts.














Source: Home Office, SFRS, Welsh Government, NIFRS

Since 2010, more than 11,000 frontline firefighter jobs have been cut across the UK; the biggest cut to the fire service in its history. 

This is almost 20% - or one in five frontline firefighter jobs. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jobs cuts were at their worst by 2018. There was a slight improvement this year but it doesn’t go far enough.

Most of the cuts were wholetime (full time) firefighters. Most were cut in England.
The fire funding gap

Actual Expenditure	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2.5099999999999998	2.65	2.62	2.72	2.84	2.76	2.91	2.77	2.77	2.75	2.74	2.7	2.62	2.4900000000000002	Expenditure uprated by CPI	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2.5499999999999998	2.61	2.68	2.76	2.82	2.92	3.05	3.14	3.22	3.27	3.27	3.28	3.38	3.46	



UK firefighters job cuts

Firefighters	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	59119	59259	59623	59916	60011	59604	59324	58114	56453	55051	53408	51604	49642	48372	47859	48071	


image1.png
FIRE
BRIGADES
UNION




