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Regulars
4 News
Cornwall councillors spurn 
cuts plea, RDS membership of 
FBU is growing, TUC Congress 
backs FBU safety campaign

5 Sounding off
Newquay, the RRO 
and enforcement

7 Fifth column
An anonymous take on events 
from Devon and Somerset

8 Aerial ladder 
platform
Towards a 21st century fire service

16 What does …
A forensic scientist do?

18 your health
Depression

19 Legal beagle
Time off, time limits and childcare

20 day off
‘We’ve all got out hobbies 
– and mine’s classic cars’

22 Puzzles
The theme this month is art

23 Station cat
Brings you the news they 
don’t want you to hear

24 25-year badges 

PUZZLEs

Win this 
month’s 
quiz, and 
you’ll 
be the 
owner of 
a Philips 
15‑inch 
HD‑ready 
LCD 
television

Features
10 Viva la 
revolucion!
We talk to Venezuelan 
firefighters caught up in the 
‘Bolivarian revolution’

12 no job, no pension, 
no money …
Martin Marrion is the victim of a 
shocking government change of tack 
on firefighters’ pension regulations

15 don’t give up 
your rights
Members are wising up as the FBU 
campaigns on secondary contracts
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COVER PICTURE: 
Stefano cagnoni

Win
A 15-inch 
LCD TV

see p22

16
Meet forensic 

scientist 
Sarah Griffith

Firefighter>>  welcomes your letters 
relating to articles published in the 
magazine. We do not publish letters 
where an email address only is 
supplied. Please include full postal 
address and/or membership number. 
We may edit letters. 

The recent flooding seen in 
South Yorkshire was unprec-
edented. Whilst, regretfully, 
lives have been lost and many 
residents left temporarily 
homeless, it is a tribute to the 
emergency services working in 
close collaboration that we have 
not lost more lives.

I am immensely proud to be 
Chair of the Fire and Rescue 
Authority at a time when the 
staff of the fire and rescue service 
nationally have shown, yet again, 
their dedication, commitment 
and bravery in carrying out their 
duties.

I should like to take this 
opportunity, through the FBU, 
to thank all colleagues in the 
30-plus brigades for their help in 
supporting our fire crews and in 
protecting the lives and property 
of the communities in South 
Yorkshire.
Councillor Jim Andrews
South Yorkshire 
Fire and Rescue Authority

FRS staff 
made me 
immensely 
proud

Firefighters worked for hours non-
stop during the recent floods. They 

pay a higher contribution to their 
pension than in most other pension 

schemes to reflect that retirement 
has been earlier than for others and 

that the scheme allowed for ill-health 
retirements because of the physical 
demands of work in the fire service




